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Notes/Questions for Colossians 3:20-21 Sermon
Preached 7-27-2008 

“Being Children and Parents in the Name of the Lord Jesus” 

Part 2 

· There is a grave urgency to knowing and living these things for two reasons:
· 1) Our world and society is utterly confused when it comes to the family structure and the family roles 

· 2) We have been given the opportunity now to change the world for generations to come through our children   
· Verse 21 is addressed specifically to fathers 

· The word in verse 21 that is translated ‘fathers’ can also be translated as ‘parents’ as it is in Hebrews 11:23 
· This verse applies to all parents, both fathers and mothers 

· It is addressed specifically toward fathers because it is the father that bears ultimately responsible for the upbringing of their children and for their family and because it is the husband and the father who is the head of the home
· Fathers, do you feel the weight of that responsibility? 
· It is addressed specifically to fathers because when the father is not what he is called to be then there are great and grave problems in the home 
· Fathers, when there is a problem in the home where is the first place that you look? Is it at yourself or is it at another family member? 
· Verse 21 was absolutely counter-cultural for Paul’s day 

· Men in the society of the Roman Empire of the first century wielded an incredible amount of power in the family and in the home 

· There was a Roman law called the “patria potestas” which literally meant “the father’s power” and with this law a Roman father had absolute power over his family 
· Wives, children, and household slaves were by law the father’s personal property and he could do with them whatever he wished 

· So Paul, as he writes this under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, is decidedly breaking with the cultural norms of his day 
· Because Paul realizes that a child and a family are not the possession of a father, but are the possession of God 
· Parents, how do you view your children? Do you see them as God’s and yourself as a steward? How does this view change the way that you should parent? 
· Ephesians 6:4- “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.”

· “Bring them up”: a word that means “to rear” and it can also be translated “to nourish” as it is in Ephesians 5:29 

· Now when you raise something or bring something up it implies that that something is in a state that it needs to be raised up from

· And this presupposes that are you are going to be active in your children’s lives in a way that says, “God use me to bring up my child to be what you desire them to be” 

· Paul is presupposing the father’s and the parent’s authority in the home 

· He has already established that in the preceding verse where he has said that children are to obey their parents 

· But now he sets the bounds for the use of the parent’s authority 

· The father and the mother are not angry tyrants in the home that wield power with a clenched fist; their authority is governed by God and by God’s Word 

· In verse 21 various translations use the word ‘provoke’ or ‘exasperate’ or ‘embitter’ or ‘aggravate’ 
· The word carries with it the idea of stirring someone up to the point of irritation and frustration 
· The result of this is that the child will become discouraged 
· The NASB captures this best when it says, “do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.”

· There is a cause and effect here: if you exasperate your children then they are going to lose heart and be discouraged 

· We must have a vision for where God wants our children to be and a plan for how we are going to, by God’s grace, get them there and shape their lives 
· Our kids are not like a rock where everything has to be hammered and chiseled away; rather, our kids are like a lump of clay that has to be lovingly and tenderly molded. And there are times where you really have to shape and really have to knead, but if you are continually working the clay before it sets up and dries and hardens then you will never have to use the hammer and the chisel. Because if you only use the hammer and the chisel to shape your kids then you will exasperate them and they will become discouraged and they will lose heart 

· Here are a few of the more common things that we may do to provoke our children and cause them discouragement:
· Parents, in which of these areas do you need improvement? Where and how are you prone to ‘provoke’ your children in the following areas?
· Wrong discipline 
· This is discipline that is excessive or inconsistent or done in anger 
· You must discipline your children and if you do not then you are being disobedient to God and you are doing a grave injustice to your child 
· Some things to be aware of as it pertains to discipline: 
· Do not discipline out of anger 
· It is going to be hard for you to be in control and rational if you are angry 
· Take time to calm down so that you can instruct with your discipline 
· Be consistent 
· What is a disciplined offense today needs to be a disciplined offense tomorrow 
· Your child should not have to guess what is right and wrong and what is permissible in your home
· The father and the mother must be on the same page 
· There must not be two standards
· This may take work and time and this will mean that you need to sit down and discuss these things to ensure that you are on the same page 
· Have a discipline routine 
· Your child should know what to expect when it comes to discipline and how it is carried out 
· It should be close to the same routine each time 
· Favoritism
· This is seldom done purposefully or consciously
· This may be done because we relate better to one child than another or because one child has more in common with us than another or even because one child gives you less problems than another 

· Overprotection

· This is children who really have no freedom at all 

· Being overprotective shows our kids that we do not trust them, but more importantly it may show them that we do not trust God 

· Too much freedom

· This is the obvious flipside of overprotection 

· Children cannot handle total freedom and they need standards and boundaries 

· Too much freedom can cause a child as much trouble as overprotection because it causes them to actually feel insecure 

· I think of freedom for my children like a funnel:
· When they are young they are in the narrow end of the funnel and freedom is limited because of age and experience and responsibility. The farther they travel down the funnel the more freedom and responsibility they are allowed to experience. As they grow and mature and as they are given more freedom and more responsibility if it is more than I believe they can handle I can always pull them back down into the funnel a bit and teach and protect if necessary and then down the road let them go a little farther. The balanced parent walks with their child down the funnel of freedom and responsibility in a way that always the child to one day leave the home prepared for life  

· Excessive criticism 
· Let your home be a positive place where criticism is given with love and instruction 
· Guard the things that you say to your children and the way that you speak to your children 
· Unrealistic expectations
· This is expecting your child to do things that they are simply incapable of 

· This does not mean that we are not to challenge our children or set goals for them or seek to motivate them to strive for excellence, but it does mean that we know them well enough to know what they are capable of doing 

· This is setting goals and expectations for our children that take into account their age, their abilities, and their own uniqueness 

· Sometimes parents try to get their children to realize dreams that they may have fallen short of themselves 

· Lack of tenderness and affection
· We need to show our children affection; taking time to hug them and hold their hands and expressing our love to them in tender ways both verbally and physically 

· Lack of quality and quantity time 

· When need to guard our time with our children and when we are with them then we really need to be with them and engaged with them 
· But there is also something that we are to do and that is found in the second part of Ephesians 6:4: “But bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord” 
· The thrust of what Paul is saying here is that we are to raise our kids in the culture of the Lord in a decidedly Christian atmosphere  

· Here are some ways that we can bring up our children in the training and admonition of the Lord: 

· Aim for the heart and not for behavior 
· Our children’s behavior is the what, but their heart is the why and lasting change only comes as the issues and the attitudes and the disposition of the heart is addressed 

· The heart can only be addressed through the Word of God 

· Give your children a big view of God 
· 1) Let them experience God through His Word 
· Expose your child to the truth of who God is through the Bible 
· 2) Let them experience God through life 
· Deuteronomy 6:5-9: make every event of life a classroom where you can teach your children about God 
· 3) Show them that this God can be trusted 
· Live out the truths that you are teaching your children 
· Clarify God’s goals for your children 
· What does God want for my children once the clay that I have been shaping dries?

· He wants worshippers who have a vision for the glory of God in all of life and people who desire Him and delight in Him and find that knowing Him through Jesus Christ is the ultimate treasure in the universe 

· So all of our parenting has to look to this as the main goal 

· Saturate your children and your home with the Gospel 
· Since our children are born in sin we must realize that their greatest need is to be saved from their sins by the Lord Jesus
· So everything that is done as we raise our children is to be done with an eye to this goal and a trust in the sovereign grace of God 

· Every instance of disobedience is a divine opportunity for you to speak of the grace of God that has been given to us through Jesus Christ 

· Pray for the salvation of your children 

· Parent let your life be saturated with the cross
· Psalm 78:2-7: this is a true legacy to leave to our children
· Parent, are you living the kind of Christ-centered, Gospel-saturated, God glorifying life that you would want your children to emulate? Would God be pleased if your children grew up to be just like you? Can your kids see that Jesus is really a big deal in your life? 

· If not, then what do you need to do for the sake of your children today?






